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GEOPOLITICS
Geopolitics is a term which was first used in 1899 by Rudolf Kjellen. It`s first meaning was a combination of geography and political interests. At that time, people believed there was a strong connection between physical land and politics. The first people who worked on geopolitics were from nations who had build empires. Therefore, their understanding was based on the relationship between the center of the empire and colonies. The empire was based on international trade, production of goods and taxes and other resources brought from the imperial colonies. 

In time, this understanding began to change. Firstly, people began to create connections between geography, race, culture and natural sciences. For example, “Darwinism” and “social Darwinism” began to change effect how people were thinking. People who worked on geopolitics began to see the state as a living organism. They began to use the new developing science of biology as a scientific guide and proof in their studies. In this period, racism and the thought of one race to be superior to other races became important. For example, Ratzel believed German race and German lands were superior to other races and lands so Germany has the right to grow, to expand its borders in expense of other inferior countries. Again in the same time, the French and Belgians believed the white race was the highest point in human evolution and all others should be classified from the darkest in color to lightest in color in order to show their abilities.
Later, the Nazi ideology began to use this discourse in their political theories. As a result, at the end of WWII, the term geopolitics which was associated with Nazi`s lost its scientific value. During the cold war a new understanding for geopolitics emerged. This time during cold war, ideology became a central point in geopolitics and the emphasis shifted from the concrete geographical places to imaginary spaces. For example, George F. Kennan wanted the containment of the Soviet to stop the expansion of its borders but to use every possibility to stop an increase in the ideological influence of the Soviet administration on other countries.

In the cold war even geographical terms were used in terms of ideology, for example, Japan and South Korea which are historically and geographically in the far east were considered to belong to west. On the other hand countries like Cuba or Hungary who are historically in the west are seen as Eastern countries. The west was an imaginary community of democratic states which represented highest point of industrial, social and humanitarian developments. The east was the mirror-image, a complete opposite of the west. 

A group of countries who had no respect for human rights who did not understand how human development should be and who wanted to take humanity to a negative feature. During the cold war, the eastern block was considered as the second world which was also imagined during this period. The third world was defined as a collection of poor and developing countries which might belong to either western or eastern blocks. 
In all these approaches, the experts were from the leading countries of the world. Although imperialism was not popular any more geopolitics as a science was still practiced from the top by people who thought that they had the right to judge all others and to tell them how their future should be. These approaches can be named as “geopolitics from above”. Only after the end of the cold war with such new fields like “Environmental Geopolitics”, this began to change and “geopolitics from below” became possible. 








The imperialistic period of geopolitics came between the 1870s and 1940s. In this period different great powers fought with each other to control resources and international trade. The dominant imperial power was the British Empire but the British did not rule their empire in the most efficient way. As a result they could not profit as much as they could from their position as the greatest industrial power and the owner of the largest territories. So, the major imperialistic rivals of Britain were Germany, France, Russia, US, Japan, Italy tried to benefit from the weakness of the British Empire. Geopolitics has become a tool in this competition. At that period, geopolitics was a combination of Geographical knowledge and imperialistic political strategies. 
At the beginning, geopolitics was considered as an inferior science. The reason for that was geography being understood as an outdoor activity of exploration of adventure. When Machinder proposed geopolitical investigations with the name of “New Geography”, he was criticized by geographers. He believed geopolitics survived the world as a closed unified spaces. His aim was to have a perception in world scale and to try to find a formula to explain events with an emphasis on geography. In the idea of Machinder and the other imperial geopolticians, he well educated, previlge white man were able to look at the world from outside and understand its problems, secrets and main dynamics. He believed that only objective experts can understand and perceive what was really going on world. The problem with this point of view comes from the way it separates the experts and all others as well as continuing with the belief that white race is superior to others, man are superior to women and rich people are superior to others. The geopolitical experts of the time like Machinder believed in these principles. They saw that they had two main objectives. 

1) To help their empire to survive the competition and grow its borders

2) To show the rest of the world why they deserved the world which also included a way of thinking called “white man`s burden”

To help the empires growth and become stronger than the competition, geopoliticians decided to analyze the world as core important and fringe (peripheral) regions. For example, Machinder believed there was a heartland was in Eastern Europe and Central Asia. He believed who rules Eastern Europe commands the heartlands, who rules the heartland commands the world island and who rules the world island commands the world. In this view the main argument is that there is a pilot area and area which has great value and which leads the other geographic. 


With the competition to control Africa which began in 1870s, Machinder believed a new geopolitical reality was beginning. Britain had build on empire based on trade and it was based on controlling the seas. However, now land was becoming more important than water. Therefore, Britain had to concentrate on controlling the heartland instead of controlling the seas. He believed railroads replaced ships as means of control. Machinder`s ideas had very little influence on British foreign policy. The British believed his theories were too simple that he could not see the importance of organization in relation with power and was one sided. However, German geopolitician Karl Houshoffer was influenced by Machinder. He was the founder of German geopolitics. His ideas influenced by Machinder in term influenced Friedrich Ratzel and Adolf Hitler and influenced the start of WWII. 


In the mean time, the US was following the ideas of Admiral Alfred Mohan. Influential imperialists in the US like Henry Cabot Lotge and Thedore Roosevelt followed the ideas of Mohan. Mohan argued that to establish a world empire to be the greatest state in the world, a strong navy was a must. Following his views under President Roosevelt, US invaded Philipines and Hawaii and Guam islands and became the protector of Cuba where it used the strategically important naval base of Guantanamo Bay which is still uses today. With these developments, the US tried to imitate the British example and establish a naval commercial empire. Less powerful states like Japan and Russia tried to widen their empire by invading territories which were not important for the major powers of the world. 



For example, Russia expanded its empire in central Asia and Japan by invading Korea and parts of Eastern China. To support these imperial activities another important point was to show the rest of the world they deserved to control their imperial lands. This was done in two ways. The first was to use the resource their empires exploited with maximum efficiency. This means both to have a great output including weapons and to create technological engineering and scientific improvements to impress the rest of the world. Industrial output was essential because all politicians, economists and experts of geopolitics believed a great war between the major powers of the world had to happen. The more industrial output a country produced, the easier they could find customers from less developed countries. Also, this meant they could easily switch from production of everybody goods to production of weapons in case war started. By creating technological and scientific improvements great powers also tried to show how more developed they were in comparison with their rivals. 

The American railroad system, British engineering developments like construction of the Humber Bridge or the introduction of telephone lines and traffic control mechanisms showed the superiority. For European powers and the Americans another important imperialistic principles was to pretend as superior more developed man they were able even burdened to educate the rest of the world. This was a pretext to distribute their beliefs, value systems and potential markets which could otherwise be hostile. 

The so called white man`s burden aimed to spread Christianity and their countries value systems and they language to the rest of the world. For example, the French and the Americans came to the Ottoman Empire and established Christian mission and missionary schools. French schools like St. Josephs, St. Benoit in Istanbul or Robert College, Tarsus American High School are examples of these activities which are still surviving today. By schooling the missionary activities as white man`s burden the imperialistic geopolitics experts emphasized the difference between white Christian man from the great powers who were considered to be more intelligent, visor, better education than anyone else in the world and all other people who were considered to be inferior to them. Racism and the need to convert the rest of the world to their religion and language were the 2 important elements in imperialistic geopolitics.
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After WWI the understanding of geopolitics began to change. One of the reasons for this change was the new understanding of war. The people who died in WWI showed to the great powers it was not easy to gain advantage against the great powers. Germany had lost the war, the Russian Empire had become the SU and went through a long civil war period and Italy and France had not won as much as day expected from the war. The US tried to become an international power with the work of President Woodrow Wilson and had shown in new understanding of global geopolitics. However because the American Congress did not agree with Wilson the American role had become limited. A major problem was the resettlement of Europe after the war. Germany was isolated humiliated and left on its own (kendi basina birakilmak) at the end of the war. The French believed Germany had to be left in this position because they were afraid a strong Germany might want revenge. These conditions led to new approaches to geopolitics. Two countries which were unhappy with the result of the war Germany and Italy created ways of dealing with this problem. Both these countries adopted Fascism in time as their method of government. The basic teachings of Fascism are based on the idea that state is important above everything else.

On the other hand the 14 points of President Wilson was trying to make changes in the way we look at world politics and independence. The idea of national self-determination was the key point in Wilson`s principles. It meant each nation was worthy (layik) of independence and had a right to choose their own future. These principles were not compatible with the general ideas of imperialist geopolitics.


The German and Italian fascist tried to combine principles of Wilson and imperialism. The Italians under the leadership of Mussolini believed they deserved more after WWI and tried to expand their territories. Italy is invasion of Ethiopia was based on this idea. 

On the other hand, in Germany the National Socialist Party (nazi) led by Adolf Hitler came to power in 1933. Hitler claimed the German-Arian Race was superior to others. He followed the main ideas of Friedrich Ratzel and Karl Haushoffer.


Ratzel claimed nations were like organisms. They went to different stages of life. As a result, they needed to grow of a part of their life and some nations were healthier than the others. Ratzel believed the healthy nations had a right to grow and expand taking other less healthy nations, under their control. The idea of nation as an organism is also related with racism. Ratzel, Houshoffer and Hitler thought that if the German race was superior to all others than they needed more “Lebensraum” (living space) than the others. Houshoffer and Hitler described this living space
 firstly, 

· As a combination of all German speaking people 

Secondly,

· They choose Eastern Europe and Western parts of Russia as their place of expansion.

Germany firstly expanded to the Sudettenland region in Czechoslovakia than included Austria in the German 3rd Reich Empire and divided Poland into two with SU. These developments led to WWII. 

In the war more than 60 million people died. The SU and the US became the biggest winners and Germany was the main looser in the war. During WWII theories of earlier scientists like Mahan and Machinder were used as well as those of Houshoffer and Ratzel. 
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GEOPOLITICS OF THE COLD WAR

During the cold war the general perception of geopolitics had to change according to the developments. The major transformation was the shift from understanding geopolitical issues as definitely shaped geographical location to a more theoretical, imaginary-space-based geopolitics. 


At the end of WWII the general understanding of war military tactics and geopolitics had not change. The idea of pivotal area geopolitics had changed from the oceans and central Asia to central Europe. All geopoliticians and tacticians thought the most important place was the divided Germany. All experts from American and Soviet blocks believed WWII would start within attack of the other side from one side of Germany of the other. SU created puppet regimes in central and east European countries in order to protect SU from attacks from Western Europe.


On the other hand the North Atlantic Treaty was signed in April 1949. The main understanding of geopolitics in North Atlantic Treaty and NATO was based on the idea of division of Europe into East and West. NATO`s first strategy the forward strategy was based on the deployment of Allied troopes in the West German to protect the rest of Western Europe. All military tactics and geopolitical considerations were based on this assumption. However with 3 major developments all these geopolitical ideas had to change dramatically. These 3 events were, 
· The Soviet Union developing and testing its own atomic bomb in August 1949

· The Chinese Socialist Revolution in September/October 1949

· The Korean war of 1950-53

Containment Policy, which was formulated by George F. Kennan and which became the main American foreign policy element with the NCS-68 Document and the Domino Theory of President Eisenhower meant a major shift in geopolitical understanding. Containment Policy focused on limiting the spread of socialist ideas and therefore, the Soviet sphere of influence in the world. It`s main difference from imperialist geopolitics was its focus on ideology and not territory. For the first time, geopolitics concerned with ideas and imaginary spaces like a sphere of influence. Eisenhower`s Domino Theory was in between these 2 approaches. Because it wanted prevent Soviet influence but also believed socialist. All the rest of the region would follow this country and the region would be lost to the US and its allies.  
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The great powers tried to find new ways to improve their geopolitical positions. The main problem for traditional European great powers of Britain and France was financing their post war development and reconstruction. The cold war gave a little maneuvering space because they were limited by ideology. Another great problem for these countries was the needs to change their relations which involve colonies. With India becoming independent in 1947 a very important new trend in international politics began. It was de-colonization process. From 1947 until the end of the 1960s many British, French, Dutch colonies became independent. The number of independent countries before WWII was about 60. At the beginning of 1970s this number was about 170. This meant very important changes in international politics in geography and in geopolitics. At the beginning of the 1960s the world began to be divided in 3 parties 1st world, 2nd world, and 3rd world.

The 1st world was the rich, capitalist west led by US, the second world was socialist east led by the SU and the 3rd world was made up of poor, newly independent and politically indecisive countries which could either follow Soviets or Americans. This new geographical and ideology division created a new look and geopolitics until the geopolitics was used by and was designed for the great powers. Now there were many independent countries and their geopolitics needs different then the great powers. 


Bandung Conference in mid-50s was a very strong geopolitical positioning of the 3rd world countries. These countries established the non-aligned movement under the leadership of India, Egypt, Yugoslavia. The main aim of this movement was to create an advantage for third world countries by acting like a 3rd block in world politics and force the two superpowers to economic, military and political consciousness. As the leaders of this movement understood smaller, poorer countries could not have their goals by acting individually. However as a block they had the chance to create geopolitics conditions to benefit them. Individually the 3 world countries had more urgent geopolitics needs than great powers. (they had to improve their industry, they had to solve that problems, establish adequate (yeterli) infrastructure and protect their borders, regime and citicens.) from outside influences. 


This required micromanagement of resources and political system by the leaders of these countries. Beginning in early 1960s the Dependencia Movement and the Dependency Theory became very powerful in Latin America and Africa. Political scientists by Immanuel Wallerstein, Henrique Cardoso and Andre Gunder Frank developed the dependency theory which argued the rich and industrialized core exploited the poor but rich resources in periphery. Similar to Marxist theory of social class the semi-periphery countries sided with the core instead of the periphery they had more common points with one very important result of the ISI (import substituted industrialization) (ithal ikameci kalkinma modeli)


According to this model every developing country should produce everything it needed by its own means therefore the poorer countries would prevents exploitation by richer countries and establish a strong society and domestic economy by using their own resources this countries would also have a geopolitical advantage against the great powers. Because they had lots of resources, a lot of labor power and as a result of these movements of industrialization a stronger political structure. 


As a result geopolitics for 3rd world countries became focused on economies rather than political ideology or geographic locations. Many countries in the world including NATO members like Turkey followed the ISI model regardless of their political choices. 
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One of the outcomes of self-sufficient systems was the problems they created for global trade. Technology become on important resource because industrialized countries held their technologies to themselves and did not share with other countries. Each national company which had a patented technology would use it for production in their country and sold former technologies to others. 

As a result, the country which owned the technology had control of the global market on that product. For example, Ford which began to produce Escort cars would produced them only in England but would sell the production line for the previous Tanus model to the Koc group in Turkey to be produced in this country.


In the 1970s the two petroleum crises, 73 and 78, forced countries to feel more protective in terms of their technologic improvements but also created a pressure on these countries to find larger markets. With the invention of microchip technology, the previous balances based on to see technology as a geopolitical asset had to change. It was against national interests to have a technology limited only to your country. Also, the invention of microchip meant there had to be a shift in the understanding of industrialization. Previously, for both US and USSR during the most parts of cold war, heavy industry based on the production of iron and steal and cement was the center of industrialization and the most important element a country may have. At the beginning of 1980s this complete picture changed. Now that we had microchip technology the understanding of industry also changed. This new technology allowed new productions new divisions of consumer market and a different way to see the spread of technology and of goods. The new technology needed very short term changes in models programs and products so that it would be profitable. So, self-sufficient countries which saved their technology from others had become outmoded and obsolete in this new era. Besides, the new technological framework required all countries in the world to be potential buyers and for this, they all had to have the necessary technological infrastructure.

This change led to the spread of technology to different countries in the levels good enough for them to establish the necessary infrastructure. For example, Siemens or Motorola wanted to sell wireless hand-held telephone devices, the countries that would buy these devices had to have digital telephone exchange machines. If a computer company wanted to sell desktop computers, there had to be enough electric power and the needed amount of digital telephone connections in the buying country.


As a result of the changes in technology a new understanding of geopolitics concerning technology as a geopolitical asset and self-sufficiency of countries had to be born. From the beginning of 1990s transfer of technology become a necessity for especially production in elections. Also, because countries began to interact more with each other, globalization which basically means free-transfer of capital, people, financial resources and technology around world become the main political and economic factor. After the end of the cold war, national geopolitics had to be restructured in parallel with the need of globalization. 

